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Shkodra Will Be Jammin’ this July

SHKODËR, 20 June 2008  -- You should plan a lo-o-o-ong weekend in Shkodra the first week of July.

World class British soul singer Eileina and Turin-based Diego Borotti, “a main player of the Italian jazz scene” according to Piazzalive.it, will be among the roster of the performers at the Fourth Shkodra Jazz Festival, which will be held in this northern Albanian city on July 2-5, 2008.

The festival is dedicated to Rrok Jakaj, a prominent musician from the city.

“I have heard how lively the festival gets,” says Eileina, who, besides her distinguished solo career, has performed together with musical luminaries like Zucchero “Sugar” Formaciari and Paul Young of the 1983 hit Love of the Common People. “When they invited me, I accepted on the spot.”

Manomanouche, a duo from Turin that plays Gypsy music, and Italy-based Albanian composer Markelian Kapedani, who has recently delved into jazz inspired by the Balkans music will also perform. A local choir, Preke Jakova, with 26 singers and a piano, will play some swing gospel songs.

The festival will take place at Migjeni Theatre and the Millenium Cinema, but also on the city’s main streets, accompanied by a visual arts project organized by Italian artist Michele Robecchi and Spaniard Raul Martinez with the participation of other international visual artists, including native Ardian Paci. 

It will continue until late at night in some of the most prominent restaurants and bars of the city, where the musicians will hold jam sessions.

Diego Borotti, a tenor sax player, will perform on July 5. He says he looks forward to coming back to the festival, “not only because of the fond memories I have of Rrok (Jakaj), but also because of the warm atmosphere the festival has created, and which has put it into the international jazz scene.” He will be followed that evening by Eileina.

The Manomanouche duo will perform on July 3, while the Markelian Kapedani trio on July 4.

During the mornings, musicians will offer master classes on musical improvisations and the ethnic character of jazz, while the visual artists will hold a discussion on the “investigation of space between ‘illusion and delusion’.”

Also during the days of the festival, renown local composer and musicologist Zef Çoba will hold the Shkodra Sounds Corner sessions on the sidewalk by the Grand Café (Kafja e Madhe), an important Shkodra landmark on the city centre. Prominent members of the local musical scene will discuss music and perform under a 52-inch video-projector.

The festival, in a way, has already started. One of its conduits, Shkodra Jazz in Tour, has started late last year. During its activities, many musicians presented the festival in sessions in Cuneo and Turin of Italy and in Rosenheim of Germany. Shkodra Jazz in tour will conclude with a press conference at the Rinas International Airport on July 3.

The festival is managed by Rrok Jakaj Cultural Association and Optional Music International, and hopes to revive “the sense of artistic freedom in Shkodra, a city with an ancient artistic tradition and to bring it a soundtrack that would represent the city in all its artistic evolution.”

The current festival edition is being supported by AMC, a mobile phone operator in Albania, International Airport Nene Tereza in Rinas, and some of the main bars and restaurants of Shkodra. 

All performances are free.

For more information, including a detailed calendar and information on the musicians, please visit the webpage www.shkodrajazz.com. Further questions or media inquiries, should be addressed to Florjan Jakaj at press@shkodrajazz.com, or to Altin Raxhimi at +355 (69) 2034128.
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